Solar Sunday

(Australian Version 1)

Introduction

The Sun has long been a crucial force in our lives.  In recent years, however, the reality of global warming has made us realise that we can no longer ignore the impact of the sun on our planet, especially if we continue to add massive emissions to the atmosphere. The sun is vital for warmth, light, seasons and food supply.  In many ancient cultures the sun was hailed as a god, the king of the heavens. We worship with the sun as one of the rich sources of life on Earth created by our generous God. The Hebrew word for sun is Shemesh, used in the past as a name for the sun.
Setting

To capture a sense of the sun in worship requires imagination.  Our buildings so often cut off any view of the sun, even if they admit sunlight.  Historically there are many symbols of the sun that can be used in worship.  These images include the sun as a king, as a wheel or circle, as the solar eagle, as the fire surrounding God’s presence and as the light that signals the rising Son. Sunflowers are especially colourful. These and other images can depict the sun as part of worship

Special Focus

The special focus for this service is not only the sun as a key force in the life of planet Earth, but also the sun as a symbol of justice, life and the presence of the risen Christ, a presence that permeates our planet and our lives.

Themes

Themes for this Sunday include the sun as a symbol of solar justice, the dispensing of equal light on the just and the unjust, on all parts of our planet and on all sources of our sustenance.  We are conscious of global warming and climate change.  We remember that it was at dawn that the disciples discovered that Christ had risen.  The Risen One is now the Cosmic One filling the cosmos. 
Optional Liturgies

Additional liturgies may also be considered.  A choral solar mass is available from Norman Habel, nhabel@esc.net.au.  
Songs
Hail the Sun


The following new hymn is appropriate for this Sunday.



Hail the sun, the king above,



Formed by God to rule the skies,



Spreading justice with the light



On the lives of fools and wise.



Join the sun in cosmic praise,



Sing in time with solar rays!


Join a choir of finch and dove,



Singing with the rising sun,



Celebrating with the dawn,



Jesus Christ, the Risen One.



Join the sun in cosmic praise,



Sing in time with solar rays!


Hail the sun whose burning fire



Clothes our God with flaming light,



Reaching humans far below,



Touching lives with warmth and love.



Join the sun in cosmic praise,



Sing in time with solar rays!


Sing with ferns and forest fronds,



Loving light that keeps them green,



Praying God to now make sure



Humans keep this planet clean.



Join the sun in cosmic praise,



Sing in time with solar rays!


Watch the sundial read the sun,



Marking down that fateful day:



Darkness blocked the light above;



God’s own son then passed away.



Join the sun in cosmic praise,



Sing in time with solar rays!


Join our kin the kangaroo  



Dining as the sun turns red,



Share with them and Christ our Lord



Gifts of life in breaking bread.



Join the sun in cosmic praise,



Sing in time with solar rays!


Join the sun in light-year time,



Bursting in from outer space,



Blazing gift from God on high,



Blessing all the human race.



Join the sun in cosmic praise,



Sing in time with solar rays!



C. Norman Habel – 2008




Melody: Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies. 

 

 Lutheran Hymnal 528, Together in Song II 212
(Australian Version 1)

Solar Sunday

We worship with the sun
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“In the heavens God made a tabernacle for the sun”Ps.19.4

SOLAR  SUNDAY

Welcome! This Sunday we worship with the sun. The Hebrew word or name for sun is Shemesh. In this liturgy we will celebrate the role of the sun as God’s agent of life, light and justice. We will sing with all who welcome the dawn and dine with those who give thanks at sunset. 
Gathering

Leader

Jesus Christ,

People

You rose with the dawn.

L
Risen Christ,



P
You remind us of your presence



with the rising of the sun each dawn.


L
Living Christ,


P
You are the light of the world.

L
In the name of the Creator, the source of light,


in the name of Christ, who rose with the dawn,


and the name of the Spirit, who dances with the sun.


P
May your presence rise among us!
Procession and Song 

 We join in song with the children as they enter the church holding symbols of the sun—crowns, circles, flames, sundials, eagles, wheels and lights. They may place these symbols in a circle or a large sunflower suspended above the altar. 
Song

Morning Has Broken
Call to Worship


L1
We invite the sun to worship with us.


P
We invite the first rays of sunlight at dawn



to signal the presence of the Risen One.

L2
We call the sun to worship with us.


P
We invite the red sky at night



to signal the presence of God’s glory among us.

L3
We join with all creatures who celebrate the sun.

P
Anthems that herald the dawn,



litanies of laughter from deep in the bush,


and prayers of thanks at sunset.

L1
We invite the sun to shine with us this day,


P
To give us warmth and light and energy



to keep our plants and planet green.

L2
Shine, sun, shine!

P
Shine, sun shine!
Remembering 

We use rosemary, eucalyptus leaves or some other fragrant symbol to assist us to stir memories that connect us with the sun.
L
Take the fragrant symbol you received at the door, rub it between your fingers and share with the person next to you a special memory of a moment when you were acutely conscious of the warm sun on your body or as a source of life for your world.

L         We are conscious of the sun in our world.
P
We remember moments of wonder,


feeling the sun warming our skin,


filling us with hope as the sun rose over the sea,


gazing in awe as the sun set in brilliant colours


and realising that the sun is vital to life on our planet.

L
We remember and rejoice.

P
Thank you, God, for making us aware


of the special place of the sun in our lives.
Confession

L
As I hold this fragrant symbol aloft,


we remember and confess


that we have polluted our own atmosphere

causing global warming and climate change


that have increased poverty on many parts of our planet.

 Representatives may process with a large heater, or some other symbol, that symbolises global warming. Worshippers may feel the presence of unwanted heat and a consequent discomfort.

P
We are sorry.

We have contributed to global warming

and been more concerned with getting gold

than keeping our planet green.

We have loved progress more than the planet.

We are sorry. We are sorry. 


L
We are sorry.


P
We are sorry. We are sorry.

Absolution

L
Christ hears your confession 



and forgives your solar sins.


I speak for Christ:

I invite you to celebrate solar power

and strive to keep your planet green.

P
Shalom! Shalom!


Earth is our home!

Christ Have Mercy

L
As we celebrate our place in this planet.  

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we connect with the blessings of the sun.
P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we seek to make our communities green.
P
Christ, have mercy.

Glory to God

L
Glory to God in the highest!

P
And peace to our planet!
Prayer for the Day

P
God, our Creator, as we reflect on the solar blessings we enjoy, we celebrate the sun as the source of light, and warmth and energy. 


Help us to discern how we are connected with all living creatures under the sun and all dependent on the sun for life. Teach us to sense the risen Christ as a presence that brings hope with the dawn. Amen.
Readings for Solar Sunday

Old Testament: Genesis 1.14-16 ‘The sun created to rule’


On the fourth day the sun is created to rule like a king, to maintain order on 
Earth, sustaining the seasons, shedding light and governing times.

Psalm: Ps. 19.1-6 ‘A tabernacle for the sun’

By creating a tabernacle for the sun, God declares it sacred and special, like 
the glory of God that covers and fills the tabernacle in the wilderness.

Epistle: Colossians 1.15-20 ‘Christ reconciles heaven and Earth’


Christ has not only reconciled humans with God, but as the Cosmic One, 
Christ has reconciled all above, including the sun, with all below.

Gospel: Matthew 5.43-48 ‘The sun shines equally on all’


Jesus urges us to live with an awareness that the sun, symbolising true justice, 
shine equally on all, but to go beyond and love all, even our enemies.

Gospel: Luke 24.1-5 ‘Christ rises with the dawn’  

It is at dawn that the disciples discover that Jesus’ tomb empty.  The rising sun announces the Risen Son with every dawn.

Children’s Address: King Shemeh, the Sun

Prayer:  Thank you God for the sun that shines on planet Earth.  Help us 
respect the sun and keep our planet green. 

Affirmation of Faith


L
Let us affirm our faith together.

Women
We believe that God creates all things,

renews all things and celebrates all things.

Men

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, 

a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,

a home for us to share with our kin.

Women
We believe that God became flesh and blood,

became a piece of  Earth, 

a human being called Jesus Christ,

who lived and breathed and spoke among us,

suffered and died on a cross,

for all human beings and for all creation.

Men

We believe that the risen Jesus

is the Christ at the core of creation

reconciling all things to God,

renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.

Women
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation

groans in empathy with a suffering creation,

and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.

Together
We believe that with Christ we will rise

and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.

Passing of the Peace


L
Let us share the peace of the Lord with one another.


P
The peace of the Lord be with you 

Song 

Sermon or Reflection

Song 
Hail the sun
Offering Prayer  

L
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those in need on planet Earth.

P.     With all creatures under the sun, we bless our Creator. 

Prayers of the People

We thank God for the sun that blesses our wondrous planet home.  We pray for all those in need in our world, especially those suffering because of global warming and climate change.  We close with the following prayer.

 Creation Prayer 

Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with Earth.

Make our spirits sensitive to the cries of creation,


cries for justice from the land, the seas and the sun.

Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to the groans of the Spirit in creation, groans of longing for a new creation.

Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the songs of our kin,

songs of celebration in the dawn and with the sunset.
Christ, teach us to care.  Amen

The Great Thanksgiving


L
The Creator be with you and all creation.


P
And also with you.  


L
Open your hearts.

P
We open them to our Creator.

L
Let us give thanks to our Creator.
P
It is right to join all creatures in thanking God.

L
God our Creator, 



source of everything in the universe,



we bring before you this day,



bread and wine



blessed by the rays of the sun and say:


P
Thank you, God, thank you!

L
Thank you for joining the web of creation



for living and dying among us



to redeem us and all creation:


P
Thank you, God, thank you!

L
Thank you for rising to life,


permeating the cosmos with your Spirit



to sustain and heal all things:


P
Thank you, God, thank you!

L
Therefore with voices of thanks



rising daily with the dawn


from the first day of creation



until this very moment in time, 



we praise and thank you saying:



P
Holy! Holy! Holy!  Lord God of all life!



The planet is filled with your presence!

Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution

Invitation


L
Come, for all things are now ready.



Come to this table laid under the sun.


Come, for here and now,



the Christ who fills the cosmos,



fills each of you with healing.

 
P
May we who share these gifts,



share the risen Christ with one another.

Lamb of God

P
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against God,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against Earth, 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the world,

receive our prayer.

Distribution

Distribution Songs

Dismissal Blessing

L
Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind and your body to heal your wounds and through you to bring healing to Earth.  In Jesus’ name. Amen

Thanksgiving


L 
Let us give thanks for this meal.


P
We thank you Christ for the meal we have celebrated with you and 
we pray that through your body and blood we may be healed and 
become agents of healing for Earth as a precious planet under the 
sun. Amen.

Sending Out


L
Christ calls you to be his disciples,


to serve him with love and compassion,


to serve Earth by caring for creation. 


Hold again the fragrant symbol in your hands


and go forth to serve.


Will you care for creation?


P
We will care for our place under the sun.



We will nurture this piece of stardust!



We will work to keep our planet green.
Blessing


L
May the Risen Christ, 


whose presence is proclaimed with the dawn,


fill you with hope and peace.



Go in peace! 


Serving Christ and loving Earth!


P
We go in peace,


serving Christ


and loving Earth.

Recession and Song 

We join the children in song as they process from the church with their symbols of the sun. We cry with the psalmist: ‘In the heavens God made a tabernacle for the sun’ Ps. 19.4.

