Atmosphere Sunday

We worship with the atmosphere surrounding Earth 
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“You make the winds your messengers” 

Ps. 104.3

Welcome! We worship this Sunday with the atmosphere and all the energy forces that flow around our planet. We sing with the winds, the air, the oxygen and the clouds. We celebrate with the wonders of nature that envelop us. We connect with the mystery of creation that invades our bodies when we breathe.. We sing with a God who rides on the wings of the wind and males them messengers.

Atmosphere Sunday

Gathering

Leader
In the name of God, who rides on the wings of he wind,


the name of the risen Christ, living in our atmophere,

and the name of the Spirit, the life-giving breath of God. Amen.

People

Holy! Holy! Holy! 



Earth is filled with God’s presence.

L
Christ, we come to into your presence, today,

to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,

P    
Holy! Holy! Holy!



Earth is filled with your presence.

Procession and Song 

 We join in song with the children as they enter the church holding symbols  that evoke the presence of the atmsophere—banners that wave in the breeze, weather vanes that turn with the wind, umbrellas that are raised in the rain and masks we wear in the smoke or the smog. We rejoice as the children place these symbols around a balloon or tank filled with oxygen in the sanctuary. 

Call to Worship


L1
We invite the atmosphere to worship with us:


P
every layer of moisture and air,



from ground level to the ozone heights.


L2
We invite winds to join us in wonder:

P
wild winds that stir the seas,


soft breezes that carry the pollen.


L3
We join with clouds in praising God:


P
Nimbus, cumulus and stratus clouds



that bring us rain and snow and shade.


L1
We call the gases around us to celebrate:


P
Nitrogen, argon and CO2,



the oxygen we breathe to sing and rejoice.


L2
We celebrate the song of the atmosphere



as we breathe the breath of God.

P
 Sing! Atmosphere! Sing!

Remembering

We take some eucalyptus leaves in our hands to help us connect with one part of creation that connects us with the atmosphere.


L
Take the eucalyptus leaves in your hands and rub them together.  Take a deep breath to inhale the aroma. Take another deep breath to recall times when you experienced the thin air high on a mountain, the salt air at the seaside or the moist air in a  fog.

L       We remember the atmosphere,


the breath of God that give us life,


the oxygen emerging from forest leaves


and deep ocean plankton,


the winds that bring us weather


and the breezes that stir our senses.

We remember and rejoice.

P
Thank you, God, for the atmosphere 


that envelopes us in so many ways,


the breath of God that brings life


to us and all domains of this planet.

Confession

L
As we hold these fragrant leaves,


we remember and confess



that we have filled our atmosphere with pollutants,



toxins, fumes and carbon dioxide,



creating a greenhouse in the air above us,



with a global warming that changes the weather



and upsets the current balance of nature.

P
We have been thoughtless and greedy,


ready to pollute rather than preserve,


to abuse the atmosphere rather than believe


the air is indeed the breath of God for us.

L
We have have choked the air with ugly gases,


polluted the very breath of God..


P
We are sorry. We are sorry.

Absolution

L
Christ hears your confession from Calvary



and reminds you he gave up his breath, his spirit,



so that you could be forgiven



and celebrate life anew, filled with his breath.

P
Christ, teach us to celebrate the atmsophere,



revere it as more than wind or air,



affirming the presence of God's breath



in every breath we take.



Shalom! Shalom!


The atmsophere of Earth is our home!

Christ Have Mercy

L
As we come home to Earth.

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we seek to love our atmosphere..

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we seek to care for the air we breathe.

P
Christ, have mercy.

Glory to God

L
Glory to God in the highest!

P
And on Earth peace with all domains of creation!

Prayer for the Day

P
God, our Creator, as we view the atmosphere, we have a sense of wonder. Help us to sense your presence in every wind, breeze and breath we take.  Teach us to recognize that to care for the atmosphere is to celebrate the very life we, and all of this planet, receive directly from you  In the name of Christ who reconciles and renews all things in creation.  Amen.

Readings for Atmosphere Sunday

Old Testament: Genesis 2.4b-9  The first human, and indeed all creatures, are formed by God from clay/Earth as Earth beings.  The breath/wind of God enters each Earth being and that being comes alive—already as a foetus (Qoh. 11.5). The breath of life from God animates all creatures (Gen. 6.17).  In short, we, like Adam, breath the breath of God. We, like all  creatures, inhale the wind/spirit of God. The atmosphere is filled with God's wind/breath/presence.

Psalm: Psalm104.27-30  The psalmist celebrates how God gives life and breath to all that lives.  The atmosphere we breath is here identified with the breath or Spirit of God.  That atmsophere/breath/wind/spirit of God not only brings our bodies  to life it also animates all face of the ground, the fertile soil domains of Earth that nuture us.

Epistle: Romans 8.26-28 

In the context of a groaning creation, Paul reminds us that the Spirit/breath of God  helps us groan when we empathise with a groaning creation.  It is that Spirit in creation that also penetrates our heart/mind to connect us with the presence of  the Spirit in creation and the groaning of creation.

Gospel: John 3.1-10

We are all made of flesh and spirit/breath from God, as the creation story tells us. And Jesus Christ is born when the Word becomes flesh. So Jesus Christ is one with us as flesh and Spirit. The wind or Spirit of God is also an invisible mystery and when we connect with Christ we are born again of that same Spirit/wind. We are Spirit-born both as a child of Earth and as a baptised  child of God.

Children’s Address: 

Prayer: Thank you God for the air we breathe, the rain from the clouds and the wind that blows all around us.  

Affirmation of Faith

L

Let us affirm our faith together.

Women
We believe that God creates all things,

renews all things and celebrates all things.

Men

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, 

a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,

a home for us to share with our kin.

Women
We believe that God became flesh and blood,

became a piece of  Earth, 

an Earth being called Jesus Christ,

who lived and breathed and spoke among us,

suffered and died on a cross,

for all human beings and for all creation.

Men

We believe that the risen Jesus

is the Christ at the core of creation

reconciling all things to God,

renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.

Women
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation

groans in empathy with a suffering creation,

and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.

Together
We believe that with Christ we will rise

and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.

Passing of the Peace


L
Let us share the peace of the Lord with one another.


P
The peace of the Lord be with you 

Song: Be Still and Feel the Presence of God

1.  Be still and feel the presence of God,

     The presence pulsing, pulsing through Earth,

     Be still and feel the pulse of God.

2. Be still and hear the Spirit of God,

    The Spirit breathing, breathing through Earth,

    Be still and breathe the breath of God.

3. Be still, behold the glory of God,

    The glory filling, filling this Earth.

    Be still, behold the face of God.






Words: C  Norman Habel 2004






Melody: Be Still and Know






Australian Lutheran Hymnal 885

Sermon or Reflection

The Old Testament word ruach means wind, air, breath, atmosphere. The atmosphere is not only the air we breathe and the moisture we inhale, but also the breath of God, the ruach YHWH that hovered over creation from the beginning, filled the body of the first human in Eden and gives life to all creatures on this planet.

Polluting the atmosphere is a desecration of the sacred, choking the breath of God that we breathe to live. Pouring greenhouse gases into the atmosphere violates our commission to care for creation, including all the elements of the atmosphere..

Song 

Offering Prayer  

L
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these 

gifts to  share. Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet Earth.

P.     With all creation, we bless our Creator. 

Prayers of the People

We thank God for a wondrous creation.  We celebrate with all the forces of nature. We pray for all  in need.  We name them now. We close with the following. prayer.

 Creation Prayer 

Jesus Christ, attune us to the deep mysteries of creation.

Make our spirits sensitive to the forces of nature at work in the atmosphere  around and above us. Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the wind as God's messenger, God's breath and God's life-giving presence. Help us sing

songs of celebration with the wind, the weather and the oxygen in the air.

Christ, teach us to care.  Amen

The Great Thanksgiving


L
The Creator be with you and all creation.


P
And also with you.  


L
Open your hearts.


P
We open them to our Creator.


L
Let us give thanks to our Creator.

P
It is right to join creation in thanking God.

L
It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator.


Your spirit is the impulse for all things to be,


for space, stars and stardust to appear,


for Earth to emerge from the deep,


for life to be born of Earth and

for humans to be born of Earth and your breath.


You chose to be born a human being,


to become a part of Earth,


to suffer, die and rise from death


to redeem humankind, renew creation,


and affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit.


Your presence is the living impulse in all things,


the Christ deep among us,


filling Earth—land, sea and air;


filling every element and place;


filling the grain and the grape


we share with you this day.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

ancient voices in the forest,

high voices from the sky,

deep voices from the sea

and the whole company of creation,

we proclaim your presence among us

P.   Holy, holy, holy, God of all life,

Earth and sea and sky

and all things that exist

are filled with your Spirit

and glorify your name. Amen

 Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution

Invitation

C
Come, for all things are now ready.


Come to the table with all your kin



and share with all in need:



the gift of healing for those in pain,



the gift of forgiveness for those in sin,



the gift of assurance for those in fear,



and the gift of hope for those out of breath..

P
May we who share these gifts,



share Christ with one another



and all our kin.

Lamb of God

P
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against God,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against Earth, 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the world,

receive our prayer.

Distribution

Distribution Songs


Dismissal Blessing

L
Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind and your body to heal your wounds, to calm your fears and through you to bring healing to Earth.  In Jesus’ name. Amen

Thanksgiving

L 
Let us give thanks for this meal.

P
We thank you Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you and we pray 
that through your body and blood we may be healed and become agents of 
healing for the atmosphere of Earth. Amen.

Sending Out

L
Christ calls you to be his disciples,

to serve him with love and compassion,

to serve Earth by caring for creation, 

especially the atmosphere that gives life

to all Earth brings.

P
We will remember the atmosphere!


We will groan with the winds!


We will wonder with the weather!

L
Will you care for creation?

P
We will care for creation!


We will nurture our planet!


We will celebrate with the forces of the wind!

Blessing

L
May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all,

fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence

pulsing in the atmsophere of Earth

and breathing through Christ into you.


Go in peace! 

Serving Christ and loving Earth!

P
We go in peace,


serving Christ and tending Earth.

Song 

