Climate Sunday

We worship with the currents of our climate
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“When God made a decree for the rain and a law for the thunderbolt, then God saw wisdom.'  Job 28.26-27

Welcome! We worship this Sunday with the revolutions of Earth, the ocean currents, the tropics and the poles, the wind and the weather, all those wild forces that provide a balanced climate for our planet. We celebrate with the nuances of nature and the mysteries of an Earth in orbit. We wonder how the storms, floods and fires sustain our lives.

 SONG OF SKY

1.   Lord of suns and star exploding

Galaxies and swirling skies,

Where you chose to show your glory

Took the heavens by surprise.

Lord of solar winds and wisdom,

Super stars that blow our mind,

Choosing such a fragile planet

Hardly seems a grand design.

   2.   On this piece of stardust swirling,

On this spinning spot in space,

Life itself was born like music,

When you showed your hidden face.

What an honour to be chosen,

Silent planet blue and green,

Filled with glory, grace and gardens,

Where the breath of God is seen.

   3.    What is even more amazing

We have poisoned Earth like fools.

Help us change our way of living,

Love the Earth and love her rules.

Help us stem the tide of traders

Leaving Earth an empty store;

Join us now Creator Spirit,

Come renew your Earth once more.

                          
Words: © Norman Habel 1999
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Melody  Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken

Climate Sunday

Gathering

Leader
In the name of God, who knows the laws of nature,





the name of Christ, a cosmic power embracing nature,

and the name of the Spirit, swirling in the winds of nature. Amen.

People

Holy! Holy! Holy! 



Earth is filled with God’s presence.

L
Christ, we come to into your presence, today,

to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,

P    
Holy! Holy! Holy!



Earth is filled with your presence.

Procession and Song 

 We join in songs with the children as they enter the church holding symbols that relate to the climate of our planet—winds, clouds, North pole, ocean currents, rotating Earth and maps with lines of latitude.   Each of these can be designated a law or way – the way of the wind, the way of the current, etc., and children can act out these roles or ways as they process through the church.

A large reddish brown fabric, representing the dust/pollution of the sky--and with 'ozone holes”--could be suspended over the entry to the sacred speace. In front of the altar there could be large ice blocks slowly melting into a pond where water begins to cover an island. A toy ship could be coming to rescue inhabitants of the island.


L1
We invite the weather to worship with us,


P
thunderstorms and wild lightning,

rain clouds and soft summer skies.


L2
We invite the ocean currents to praise God,

P
deep currents that circle in the Pacific Ocean,


swirling waters that warm the Atlantic.


L3
We join with the movements of Earth in celebration,


P
rotations that create atmospheric movement,



weather cycles moving Westward from dawn to dusk.


L1
We call the ecosystems of nature to worship with us,


P
connecting us with diverse climates



that nourish and sustain all life on Earth.


L2
We celebrate the songs of our climate!

P
 Sing! Climate! Sing!

Remembering

We take a map of our country and locate our place of worship on the map.  In so doing we recognize the climate of our place in contrast to climates to the North and the  South and we recall how climate has been a crucial part of our lives.

L
Take your map and share with the person next to you a special memory of a climate pattern or climate extreme that stirs your soul.

L        We remember the weather cycles of our youth, 


the fierce storms of Winter and vibrant colors of Spring


the hot winds of Summer and peaceful skies of Autumn.



We remember and rejoice,



aware of the wisdom of God in nature



that balances our climate and sustains our planet.

P
Thank you, God, for the wonders of the weather,


the cycles of nature that sustain us


and the mysteries of the climate that surround us.

Confession 1

L
We know that there have been many changes in climate


in the long history of our planet home.


But in recent years we have become aware 


of rapid climate changes due to human habits 


that have caused global warming.



One result of these climate changes


is the rising of sea levels on parts of the planet.


P
We confess that we humans have been greedy,



pumping greenhouse gases into our atmosphere



and are causing recent changes in our climate



that are becoming destructive.

L
We have abused the balance of natufre.


P
We have been greedy.  We are sorry.

Absolution

L
Christ hears your confession from Mount Calvary



and reminds you of God's presence in all creation,



especially God's wisdom permeating in nature.


P
Christ, teach us to be wise in our ways on Earth,



sustaining rather than violating the ways of our climate.



Shalom! Shalom!


Earth is our home!

\Confession 2


L
In the face of  the warming of Earth, rising sea levels, shrinking ice caps, 

and dispossessed peoples, we con fess that by our action and inaction, we 

have contributed to changes in our climate.



For our excessive use of motor vehicles


R
Forgive us Lord


L
For our waste of energy and water


R
Forgive us Lord


L
For our rampant consumerism


R
Forgive us Lord


L
For our failure to embrace renewable energy resources


R
Forgive us Lord


L
For our lack of respect for our oceans and forests


R
Forgive us Lord


L
For our  complacency and apathy


R
Forgive us Lord

Absolution



L
God forgives you. May God strengthen you to commit to the path of 

change. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Christ Have Mercy

L
As we come home to Earth.

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we seek to understand her nature..

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we show concern for our climate.

P
Christ, have mercy.

Glory to God

L
Glory to God in the highest!

P
And on Earth peace with all domains of creation!

Prayer for the Day


P
God, our Creator, as we view the mysteries of our climate, we have a 

sense of anxiety as well as wonder. Help us to see  the deep powerful 

forces you have planted in creation as wondrous and natural. Teach us to 

recognize that the climate too  is sustained by your wisdom and to rejoice 

with all the forces of nature. In the name of Christ who reconciles and 

renews all things in creation.  Amen.

Readings for Climate Sunday

Old Testament: Job 28.22-33 In this remarkable wisdom poem, the sage asks where wisdom can be found.  No human can find it. But God finds wisdom.  Where?  In creation!  In the ways and laws of nature!  And in this poem, God finds wisdom specifically in the climate or the weather,  in the forces of the wind, the volume of the waters, the law of the rain and the way of the thunderstorm. Do we see God's wisdom at work in these domains of  nature?

Psalm: Psalm104.1-13  In this Psalm we discover a portrait of God deep in the midst of the weather. God is not directing the climate from some detached throne, but is wrapped in light, riding on the wings of  the wind, fixing the boundaries of the oceans and actively providing waters to sustain life. God presence permeates the climate.

Epistle: James 3.13-18  If the wisdom of God is present in nature, as the OT lesson indicates, then the advice of James is appropriate. We are called to live by the wisdom of God from above rather than by selfish ambition.  Then we may harvest peace rather than  harvest what comes from upsetting the balance of our climate. 

Gospel: Matthew 16.1-4  Jesus reminds the leaders of his community that they have long observed patterns in the weather to discern what is happening in nature. These are the natural signs humans should be watching to undertand what is patterns and changes, not supernatural interventions. To keep his audience wondering, Jesus suggest they watch for the cryptic sign of Jonah.  What might that sign be for us today?

Children's Address: On Thin Ice – with Hop, Skip and Skate.  (See below)

Prayer:  Thank you God for the ice at the North Pole and the South Pole and for all the polar bears that live there.

Affirmation of Faith

L

Let us affirm our faith together.

Women
We believe that God creates all things,

renews all things and celebrates all things.

Men

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, 

a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,

a home for us to share with our kin.

Women
We believe that God became flesh and blood,

became a piece of  Earth, 

an Earth being called Jesus Christ,

who lived and breathed and spoke among us,

suffered and died on a cross,

for all human beings and for all creation.

Men

We believe that the risen Jesus

is the Christ at the core of creation

reconciling all things to God,

renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.

Women
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation

groans in empathy with a suffering creation,

and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.

Together
We believe that with Christ we will rise

and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.

Passing of the Peace


L
Let us share the peace of the Lord with one another.


P
The peace of the Lord be with you 

Song 

Sermon or Reflection

The climate is complex mystery of nature with a myriad of balanced and interconnected ecosystems that have long seemed unchangeable. But climate change is now a factor which we can no longer ignore.  Where is God is all of this?

The OT lesson for this Sunday is especially relevant.  In Job 28, the sage asks where wisdom can be found.  No human can find it. But God does find wisdom.  Where?  In creation!  In the ways and laws of nature!  The Hebrew word for 'way' and its parallel are technical terms in Wisdom literature for 'the essential character of something in nature.'   The Wisdom of God is to be found, according to this literature, is the ways or laws of nature.    And in this wisdom poem, God finds wisdom specifically in the climate or the weather,  in the forces of the wind, the volume of the waters, the law of the rain and the way of the thunderstorm. 

The climate is not subject to random changes.  The Wisdom of God guides the 'ways' of the climate.   Our task is to understand the 'ways' of the climate God has planted in nature and to discern how intrusive acts of humans may upset this balance, and how we ought to respond to the consequent change. 

A Testimony

“I stood on the shore near Puri in Orissa on the Bay of Bengal.  A few hundred yards out to sea there was a sandbar shining golden in the sun.  A few years ago that sandbar was alive with a fishing village.  That village, like several others, had been washed away by the incoming seas.15 years earlier the sea had been 5 miles away.  Now it is a few hundred yards away and the villages are no more. Peoples of the Pacific may one day be faced with islands inundated by rising oceans due to climate change.  For these villages of Orissa that day has come.”  (Norman Habel, 2009)

Song 

Offering Prayer  

         L
          God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these 

              
    gifts to  share. Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks                  
    and our concern for those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet  
    Earth.

          P         With all creation, we bless our Creator. 

Prayers of the People

We thank God for a wondrous creation.  We celebrate with all the forces of nature. We pray for all those in need.  We name them now. We close with the following prayer.

 Creation Prayer 

Jesus Christ, attune us to the wisdom of God deep in creation.

Make our spirits sensitive to the forces of nature at work beneath us

and the suffering of those who experience severe changes in their climate.  

Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the songs of our kin,

songs of celebration from the sea, the land and the weather around the 
world. Christ, teach us to care.  Amen

The Great Thanksgiving


L
The Creator be with you and all creation.


P
And also with you.  


L
Open your hearts.


P
We open them to our Creator.


L
Let us give thanks to our Creator.

P
It is right to join creation in thanking God.

L
It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator.


Your word is the impulse for all things to be,


for space, stars and stardust to appear,


for Earth to emerge from the deep,


for life to be born of Earth and

for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit.


You chose to be born a human being,


to become a part of Earth,


to suffer, die and rise from death


to redeem humankind, renew creation,


and affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit.


Your presence is the living impulse in all things,


the Christ deep among us,


filling Earth—land, sea and air;


filling every element and place;


filling the grain and the grape


we share with you this day.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

ancient voices in the forest,

high voices from the sky,

deep voices from the sea

and the whole company of creation,

we proclaim your presence among us

P.   Holy, holy, holy, God of all life,

Earth and sea and sky

and all things that exist

are full of your presence

and glorify your name. Amen

 Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution

Invitation

C
Come, for all things are now ready.


Come to the table with all your kin


and share with all in need:


the gift of healing for those in pain,


the gift of forgiveness for those in sin,


the gift of assurance for those in fear,


and the gift of hope for those in tears.

P
May we who share these gifts,


share Christ with one another


and all our kin.

Lamb of God

P
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against God,

have mercy on us.


Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against Earth, 

have mercy on us.


Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the world,

receive our prayer.

Distribution

Distribution Songs


Dismissal Blessing

L
Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your 
mind and your body to heal your wounds, to calm your fears and through you to 
bring healing to Earth.  In Jesus’ name. Amen

Thanksgiving

L
Let us give thanks for this meal.

P
We thank you Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you and we 
pray that through your body and blood we may be healed and 
become 
agents of healing for Earth. Amen.

Sending Out

L
Christ calls you to be his disciples,

to serve him with love and compassion,

to serve Earth by caring for creation, 

especially that part of the planet 

and the climate where we live.

P
We will remember the climate we enjoy!


We will groan when the climate changes!


We will wonder at the ways of the weather!

L
Will you care for creation?

P
We will care for creation!


We will nurture our planet!


We will celebrate with the mysteries of our climate!

Blessing

L
May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all,

fill you with the knowledge of God’s wisdom

permeating  nature on this planet

and guiding the course of its climate.


Go in peace! 

Serving Christ and loving Earth!

P
We go in peace,

serving Christ and tending Earth.

Song 

Children's Address
- On Thin Ice – with Hop, Skip and Skate

Setting:  A large block of ice sitting in a large tray surrounded by three polar bear puppets, Hop, Skip and Skate.

Once upon a time, at the North Pole,  there live three polar bears, Hop, Skip and Skate.  It was a long hard winter and mother Skip and baby Skate had been sleeping. Hop had been away doing what father bears do---fishing---but without much luck because the waters were warmer and the fish had gone somewhere else to live.

On his return, the three bears lumbered down to the sea to meet up with Skate's friend, Icy Pole.  Suddenly, there was a loud crack and there was little Skate floating away on Icy Pole's back. Skate has always been good at jumping from one ice flow to another, but as he prepared to jump, Skip noticed that Icy Pole was raidly becoming smaller.and smaller. It had never happened before. 

What was happening to Icy Pole?  “Icy Pole, you're shrinking, shrinking!” shouted Skip. It had never happened before.

What was Skate to do?  Hearing Skip's cry and seeing the dilemma unfolding with Icy Pole and Skate, Hop cried out, “Hold on tight, Skate!' as Hop and Skip jumped into the icy water. Hop and Skip were just able to push Skate back to the ice flow to safety.

As Hop and Skip emerged from the water and looked around, they could see Icy Pole's friends were staring to shrink as well.  It had never happened before.

Song:  Tune: I'm a Little Teapot


I'm a lttle polar bear,


My name is Skate.


My friend is Icy Pole


He is my mate.


When the sun in Summer


Shines from the skies


Icy Pole's melting!


Poor Skate  cries!


I'm a little Icy Pole,


Tall and wide


Most of me is floating


On the underside.


Now with global weather


warming up the sea,


I 'm the Icy Pole


You can't see!

