Earthquake-Tsunami Sunday

We worship with the depths of Earth
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“The Earth shook and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened” Matthew 27.51-52

Welcome! We worship this Sunday keenly aware of recent earthquakes and tsunamis on our planet. We worship with awe and a sense of fear.  We worship with compassion for all who suffer in such disasters, human beings, fauna and flora. We call on Christ to suffer with us. 

Why?  O Why this Wild Tsunami?




Why? O why this wild tsunami?




Why this cruel mystery?




Why? O why these raging waters




Sweeping loved ones out to sea?




Was our God consumed by anger




As when Noah faced his rage?




Or is there a deeper reason




Earth has taken centre stage?




Why? O why this mass compassion?




Why this change of human heart?




Why amid the graves of thousands




Do our hatreds fall apart?




Even in the poorest village,




Even where the outcaste live,




Those with something sell their jewels,




Those with nothing give and give!




Lord, you’ve suffered down the ages,




Waiting for a surge of love;




People of your planet hating




In the name of God above!




Now you speak in one tsunami,




Stirring what lies deep inside.




Is this how your son once suffered,




Died when love was crucified?




Is that God among the debris,




Weeping on a battered shore,




Holding in her arms an infant—




One! No, two! No, maybe more!




God made flesh knows human grieving,




God made flesh knows our distress.




Help us, God, to find you weeping




With an infant at your breast!




(Norman Habel, 2007




Melody:  Joyful! Joyful! We adore you!)

Earthquake-Tsunami Sunday

Gathering

Leader
In the name the Creator of planet Earth,





the name of Christ, who suffers when Earth quakes,

and the name of the Spirit, who rejuvenates Earth. Amen.

People

Holy! Holy! Holy! 



Earth is filled with God’s presence.

L
Christ, we come to into your presence, today,

to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,

P    
Holy! Holy! Holy!



Earth is filled with your presence.

Procession and Song 

 We join in a procession carrying broken bricks or rocks that have crumbled in an earthquake or seasweed washed up after a tsunami.  We place them around the altar.

Call to Worship




L
We invite planet Earth to worship with us,


P
But when the hidden plates of Earth



move and quake beneath us,



we tremble in awe and fear.


L
We invite planet Earth to worship with us


P
But when fault lines begin to move



and cause our homes to shudder,



we tremble in awe and fear.


L
We join with the ocean in praising God,


P
But when earthquakes trigger a tsunami



and walls of water flood the shore



we  tremble in awe and fear.


L
We invite the sea to celebrate:


P
But when shorelines are battered



and homes washed out to sea



tremble in awe and fear.


L
As we remember earthquakes and tsunamis



that are part of our world,


P
We tremble in awe and fear.

Remembering

We take pieces of brick or stone and grind them together to recall the grinding of  Earth's plates.  Speakers may describe accounts of earthquakes or tsunamis from reports they have read.

L
Take two pieces of brick or rock and grind them together to reflect on earthquakes we have known. I now invite you to share your experiences with each other.

L
Share now what it must have been like to have a child buried beneath the 
rubble of an earthquake or washed out to sea in a tsunami.


L
Share now you own anxieties about what earthquakes and tsunamis mean 

to you or those you know.

.Confession and Assurance

L
Let us confess our anxieties and fears before our God.

P
Lord, where were you when the earth quaked


and the ground crumbled beneath our feet?


L
Our Lord replies,



'The Earth quaked when God appeared on Sinai



signalling God's presence and power on Earth.'


P
Lord, where were you when the Earth quaked



and tsunamis flooded our shorelines??


L
Our Lord replies,



'Earth quaked when I was dying on the cross.



She know my pain and yours.'


P
Lord, where were you when the Earth quaked



and we fled our homes in fear?


L
Our Lord replies,



'I know your fear and anxiety.



Earth quaked when I was on the cross.



Now I am with you in every quake



and in every tsunami.



I know your pain 



I come to heal your fears'.

Christ Have Mercy

L
As we remember battered homes,

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we see habitats washed away,

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we feel the tremors fade,

P
Christ, have mercy.

Glory to God

L
Glory to God in the highest!

P
And on Earth peace


for regions hit by earthquake


or flooded by tsunamis.

Prayer for the Day

P
God, our Creator, as we remember earthquakes and tsunamis, we have a 
sense of compassion as well as fear. Help us to see  the. deep powerful forces 
you have planted in creation as wondrous and natural, but also forces to face 
with fear. Teach us also to recognize that we need to prepare our habitat for  
possible earthquakes, and so reduce the effects of such events. In the name of 
Christ who reconciles and renews all things in creation.  Amen.

Readings for Earthquake-Tsunami  Sunday

Old Testament: Habakkuk 3.1-6, 17-19 The prophet stands in awe of his God as a mighty warrior whose presence not only causes nations to tremble, but causes Earth to quake, and mountains to shatter. The God revealed to use in Christ is no longer a warrior king, but a compassionate creator and a suffering servant ready to  nurture creation. 

Psalm Psalm 68.1-10  This Psalm recalls a tradition which associates the journey  of God's people across the wilderness  as a period involving an earthquake sent by God, an earthquake that revealed God's presence at Sinai. 

Epistle: Ephesians 1.15-22  Paul reveals to us that the risen Christ is greater than all the powers in the cosmos.  His presence fills all of creation assuring us that God's compassion, as well as God's power, accompanies upheavals in Earth. 

Gospel: Matthew 27.45-55  Earth is not silent when Jesus dies, but responds  with an earthquake that splits rocks and breaks open graves.   The soldiers responded by confessing 'He really was the Son of God.' The death of Jesus is not only the Gospel  message to which we humans respond—Earth quaked when it happened.  Does Earth continue to quake in response  to the Gospel?

Children’s Address:  

Prayer: Thank you God for planet Earth. Teach us to build our homes strong so that they stand when earthquakes happen.

Affirmation of Faith

L

Let us affirm our faith together.

Women
We believe that God creates all things,

renews all things and celebrates all things.

Men

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, 

a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,

a home for us to share with our kin.

Women
We believe that God became flesh and blood,

became a piece of  Earth, 

an Earth  being called Jesus Christ,

who lived and breathed and spoke among us,

suffered and died on a cross,

for all human beings and for all creation.

Men

We believe that the risen Jesus

is the Christ at the core of creation

reconciling all things to God,

renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.

Women
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation

groans in empathy with a suffering creation,

and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.

Together
We believe that with Christ we will rise

and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.

Passing of the Peace


L
Let us share the peace of the Lord with one another.


P
The peace of the Lord be with you 

Song 

Sermon or Reflection

Earthquakes are also called natural disasters,  even though the quake itself is a phase of the planet's ecology. The aftermath may be a disaster for those affected by the force of the quake. Tsunamis may follow with tremendous power. Is God playing with the plates of Earth, or is an earthquake but a reminder of how this wonderful planet called Earth was formed over time to enable life to exist?

God may have appeared on Sinai in an mighty earthquake that shook the people of God.  Earth, however, also quaked when Jesus was dying on the cross.  Earthquakes are also an expression of Earth's empathy with Christ.  Christ in turn has emapthy with us whenever there is an earthquake or tsunami. Christ suffers with us.

Song 

Offering Prayer  

L
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these 

gifts to  share. Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet Earth.

P.     With all creation, we bless our Creator. 

Prayers of the People

We thank God for a wondrous creation.  We celebrate with all the forces of nature. We pray for all those in need.  We name them now. We close with the following prayer.

 Creation Prayer 

Jesus Christ, attune us to the deep mysteries of creation.

Make our spirits sensitive to the forces of nature at work around us and the suffering of those who experience these forces in earthquakes.


Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the suffering of our kin,

cries of agony from deep in Earth, in the oceans and in the mountains.

Christ, teach us to care.  Amen

The Great Thanksgiving


L
The Creator be with you and all creation.


P
And also with you.  


L
Open your hearts.


P
We open them to our Creator.


L
Let us give thanks to our Creator.

P
It is right to join creation in thanking God.

L
It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator.


Your word is the impulse for all things to be,


for space, stars and stardust to appear,


for Earth to emerge from the deep,


for life to be born of Earth and

for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit.


You chose to be born a human being,


to become a part of Earth,


to suffer, die and rise from death


to redeem humankind, renew creation,


and affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit.


Your presence is the living impulse in all things,


the Christ deep among us,


filling Earth—land, sea and air;


filling every element and place;


filling the grain and the grape


we share with you this day.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

ancient voices in the forest,

high voices from the sky,

deep voices from the sea

and the whole company of creation,

we proclaim your presence among us

P.   Holy, holy, holy, God of all life,

Earth and sea and sky

and all things that exist

are full of your presence

and glorify your name. Amen

 Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution

Invitation

C
Come, for all things are now ready.


Come to the table with all your kin



and share with all in need:



the gift of healing for those in pain,



the gift of forgiveness for those in sin,



the gift of assurance for those in doubt,



and the gift of hope for those in tears.

P
May we who share these gifts,



share Christ with one another



and all our kin.

Lamb of God

P
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against God,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against Earth, 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the world,

receive our prayer.

Distribution

Distribution Songs


Dismissal Blessing

L
Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind and your body to heal your wounds, to calm your fears and through you to bring healing to Earth.  In Jesus’ name. Amen

Thanksgiving

           L 
Let us give thanks for this meal.

          P
We thank you Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you and 

we pray that through your body and blood we may be healed and 

become agents of healing for Earth. Amen.

Remebrance 


(As they leave the altar, worshippers may wish to light a candle and place 
it in an apprioriate stand to remember those who died in earthquakes or 
tsunamis.)


Sending Out

L
Christ calls you to be his disciples,

to serve him with love and compassion,

to serve Earth by caring for creation, 

especially the land that God has given life

so that we and all our kin may live.

P
We will remember the Earth beneath us.


We will groan with all the ocean.


We will prepare for new quakes.

L
Will you care for creation?

P
We will care for creation!


We will learn from the forces of nature!


We will prepare our planet for safe habitation.

Blessing

L
May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all,

fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence

pulsing in the depths of Earth

and pulsing through Christ within you.


Go in peace! 

Serving Christ and loving Earth!

P
We go in peace,

serving Christ and loving Earth.

Song 

