Volcano Sunday

We worship with the volcanoes in creation
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“The mountains and the hills before you will burst into song” Isa. 55.12

Welcome! We worship this Sunday with volcanoes and volcanic forces. We sing with the rocks and the depths of Earth. We celebrate with the underground wonders of nature. We connect with the mystery of volcanoes that connect us, in turn, with vibrant mysteries deep in planet Earth. 

Gathering

Leader
In the name of God, who creates volcanoes,





the name of Christ, crucified on a mountain,

and the name of the Spirit, deep in our planet. Amen.

People

Holy! Holy! Holy! 



Earth is filled with God’s presence.

L
Christ, we come to into your presence, today,

to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,

P    
Holy! Holy! Holy!



Earth is filled with your presence.

Procession and Song 

 We join in songs with the children as they enter the church holding symbols of volcanoes—mountain peaks, lava flow, molten rocks deep in Earth  and wild creatures such as eagles and ants. They place these symbols around a smoking  mountain in the sanctuary. We rejoice as children light candles and place them on the mountain.

Call to Worship


L1
We invite the mountains to worship with us:


P
mighty boulders and smoking peaks,

rumbling hills and trembling trees.


L2
We invite volcanoes to join us in wonder:

P
red molten rocks waiting deep down below,


hot boiling lava ready to flow.


L3
We join with mountain creatures in praising God:


P
wild forest animals sensing the danger,



leaving the scene and trembling with fear.


L1
We call volcanic soils to celebrate:


P
ancient fertile lands rich in flora,



precious gems and rich red ore.


L2
We celebrate the song of the volcanic mountains!

P
 Sing! Mountains! Sing!

Remembering

We take a rock (ideally a piece of volcanic rock) in our hands to help us connect with creation.

L
Take your rock and share with the person next to you a special memory of a mountain or volcano that stirred your soul or made you frightened. 

L       We remember the mountains where God chose

to reveal a frightening presence

—mount Sinai and mount Zion—


a deep presence that also fills our planet.


We remember and rejoice.

P
Thank you, God, for mountains to remember,


and volcanoes to fill us with wonder.

Confession

L
As we hold this rock in our hands,


we remember and confess


that we have sometimes been tempted 


not to view volcanoes as natural wonders


as an integral part of God's creation.

P
Rather we have been tempted


to view volcanoes as signs of an angry God,


bringing judgment on people


or warning us of  future doom.

L
We doubted the Creator's goodness.


P
We doubted. We are sorry.

Absolution

L
Christ hears your confession from Mount Calvary



and reminds you of his presence in all creation



and especially his compassionate presence



 among all who happen to suffer



in the wake of a volcanic eruption..

P
Christ, teach us to love all of Earth as our home


and volcanoes as mysteries of your creation



Shalom! Shalom!


Earth is home!

Christ Have Mercy

L
As we come home to Earth.

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we seek to love our home.

P
Christ, have mercy.

L
As we seek to care for our kin.

P
Christ, have mercy.

Glory to God

L
Glory to God in the highest!

P
And on Earth peace with all domains of creation!

Prayer for the Day

P
God, our Creator, as we view volcanoes, we have a sense of fear as well as wonder. Help us to see  the deep powerful forces you have planted in creation as wondrous and natural. Teach us to recognize that volcanoes too  are alive with your Spirit and to rejoice with all the forces of the wild. In the name of Christ who reconciles and renews all things in creation.  Amen.

Readings for Volcano Sunday

Old Testament: Exodus 19.16-23  The great moment at Sinai, when the voice of God rings out from the mountain, is portrayed in terms of an earthquake or a volcano with accompanying expressions of natural power. Moses speaks to the shuddering mountain and the voice of God answers in thunder. God's presence is powerful in the mountain and the mountain responds.

Psalm: Psalm104.31-35  The psalmist summons God to celebrate in all God's creations  So should we. When Earth responds in praise, she trembles and quakes!

Epistle: 1 Cor. 2.1-10   Natural disasters like volcanoes may seem to be among the depths of those mysteries humans seek to understand.  But the greatest is the mystery of Christ crucified, revealed to us, not by scientific wisdom, but by the Spirit. 

Gospel: Matthew 17.1-8  There may not have been a volcano on the Mt of Transfiguration, but the voice from that mountain was even more truly a revelation from God than the voice from Sinai. From a mountain, the identity of God's son  is revealed.  And we may well hear the mountain rumbling 'yes' from deep within, thereby echoing the empathy of creation. 

Children’s Address: 

Prayer: Thank you God for volcanoes that rumble deep in creation and make us wonder what is beneath us.

Affirmation of Faith

L

Let us affirm our faith together.

Women
We believe that God creates all things,

renews all things and celebrates all things.

Men

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, 

a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,

a home for us to share with our kin.

Women
We believe that God became flesh and blood,

became a piece of  Earth, 

a human being called Jesus Christ,

who lived and breathed and spoke among us,

suffered and died on a cross,

for all human beings and for all creation.

Men

We believe that the risen Jesus

is the Christ at the core of creation

reconciling all things to God,

renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.

Women
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation

groans in empathy with a suffering creation,

and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.

Together
We believe that with Christ we will rise

and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.

Passing of the Peace


L
Let us share the peace of the Lord with one another.


P
The peace of the Lord be with you 

Song 

Sermon or Reflection

Volcanoes are natural disasters that may make us and Earth shudder. They seem to be sudden disruptions to planet life. How to we hear the voice of God in such eruptions?  What is Earth---or more especially the mountain—saying? What is the message in their voice? What is the voice of those in the path of the lava?  Where is Christ?

If we accept that Earth is the result of violent eruptions in the cosmos—from the time of the first big bang—then volcanic eruptions are an extension of the impulses God has planted in creation from the beginning. Yes, volcanoes are part of God's continuing creation. That does not mean we should ignore that Christ, who became an Earth being for us, will always empathize with any who suffer because of these eruptions.

Song 

Offering Prayer  

L
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these 

gifts to  share. Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet Earth.

P.     With all creation, we bless our Creator. 

Prayers of the People

We thank God for a wondrous creation.  We celebrate with all the forces of nature. We pray for all those in need.  We name them now. We close with the following prayer.

 Creation Prayer 

Jesus Christ, attune us to the deep mysteries of creation.

Make our spirits sensitive to the forces of nature at work beneath us

and the suffering of those who experience these forces when they erupt.


Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the songs of our kin,

songs of celebration from the sea, the land and the smoking mountain.

Christ, teach us to care.  Amen

The Great Thanksgiving


L
The Creator be with you and all creation.


P
And also with you.  


L
Open your hearts.


P
We open them to our Creator.


L
Let us give thanks to our Creator.

P
It is right to join creation in thanking God.

L
It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator.


Your word is the impulse for all things to be,


for space, stars and stardust to appear,


for Earth to emerge from the deep,


for life to be born of Earth and

for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit.


You chose to be born a human being,


to become a part of Earth,


to suffer, die and rise from death


to redeem humankind, renew creation,


and affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit.


Your presence is the living impulse in all things,


the Christ deep among us,


filling Earth—land, sea and air;


filling every element and place;


filling the grain and the grape


we share with you this day.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

ancient voices in the forest,

high voices from the sky,

deep voices from the sea

and the whole company of creation,

we proclaim your presence among us

P.   Holy, holy, holy, God of all life,

Earth and sea and sky

and all things that exist

are full of your presence

and glorify your name. Amen

 Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution

Invitation

C
Come, for all things are now ready.


Come to the table with all your kin



and share with all in need:



the gift of healing for those in pain,



the gift of forgiveness for those in sin,



the gift of assurance for those in fear,



and the gift of hope for those in tears.

P
May we who share these gifts,



share Christ with one another



and all our kin.

Lamb of God

P
Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against God,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin against Earth, 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away all sin from the world,

receive our prayer.

Distribution

Distribution Songs


Dismissal Blessing

L
Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind and your body to heal your wounds, to calm your fears and through you to bring healing to Earth.  In Jesus’ name. Amen

Thanksgiving

L 
Let us give thanks for this meal.

P
We thank you Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you and we pray that through your body and blood we may be healed and become agents of healing for Earth. Amen.

Sending Out

L
Christ calls you to be his disciples,

to serve him with love and compassion,

to serve Earth by caring for creation, 

especially the land that God has given life

so that we and all our kin may live.

P
We will remember the mountains!


We will groan with creation!


We will wonder with volcanoes!

L
Will you care for creation?

P
We will care for creation!


We will nurture our planet!


We will celebrate with the forces of the wild!

Blessing

L
May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all,

fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence

pulsing in the volcanoes of Earth

and pulsing through Christ within you.


Go in peace! 

Serving Christ and loving Earth!

P
We go in peace,

serving Christ and tending Earth.

Song 

